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UM CREATES DRUG EDUCATION PROGRAM
by Don Brunei1 
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana is creating a drug education program to give Montanans 
the facts about drug abuse.
Dr. Robert L. Van Horne, UM pharmacy dean, said the program is intended for sec­
ondary teachers and health personnel who are in positions to pass on the information 
to high school students, their parents and the public.
He said the July 22-26 program will be sponsored jointly by the UM Schools of 
Pharmacy and Education with university credit. The course is partly the result of a 
1967 legislative request contained in House Joint Resolution No. 7 and partly due 
to the expanding activities of the school.
The course will include information on such illegal drugs as heroin, marihuana 
and such common drugs as aspirin.
Van Horne stated that much is yet to be learned about some of the drugs, but
"we know of the harmful effects of such drugs as LSD which not only can destroy the 
user but his unborn children."
He said, not only are the illegal drugs harmful to good health, but also the 
more common drugs contained in the household medicine chest which may cause drug 
dependence, illness, poisoning or death if used in an improper manner.
Children are very susceptible to these drugs, Van Horne said. They must be kept 
out of children's reach and should be given only in prescribed dosages. For example, 
the Arizona Poison Control Information Center reports that between 25 and 55 per cent 
of the fatal poisoning cases among children under five years of age are caused by aspirin
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Van Horne said the program is not new to the pharmacy school, because for the 
past eight years it has been collecting information about illegal and potentially 
dangerous drugs. He said, since the school was founded in 1907, the faculty and 
staff have been collecting data pertinent to public health and distributing it to 
health and educational agencies.
The school in the past has sent faculty members to speak on the uses of drugs.
Last summer the school initiated a three-part lecture series on illegal drugs with the 
Dean and members of the medical profession conducting the sessions.
Along with its extensive program on drug abuse, the School of Pharmacy has been
collecting material on alcoholism. Van Horne said, alcoholism not only creates a
problem for the individual but for his family as well. Alcohol also has a direct
effect on the crime rate. H. D. Fanning, Montana State Prison Identification Bureau
in
Supervisor, said that/80 to 85 per cent of the convictions leading to imprisonment, 
alcohol was a contributing factor.
In the past several months, representatives from the UM Schools of Pharmacy and 
Education have been meeting with the State Boards of Health and Public Instruction in 
Helena. They have been discussing and midifying the school health program, orienting 
it to encompass studies on drug abuse and other threats to good health.
The School of Pharmacy has been creating drug displays and the Dean has volunteered 
himself and the pharmacy faculty to lecture on drug abuse and alcoholism. He also 
stated that the information assembled by the school is available to the public and the 
school would welcome requests for it.
The Dean concluded, "The solution to the problem lies in understanding drugs and 
other harmful agents. Surely, education is far better than sad or lethal experience."
